
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Call to Order  
President Norma Dean called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m. 
Forty-eight members were in attendance  

 
O Canada  
 
Welcome Message 
President Norma Dean welcomed all members with a special welcome 
to two new members present at the meeting.  President Dean 
encouraged members to spread the word about becoming a member of 
the John Finn Branch of the National Association of Federal Retirees 
 
Approval of 2025 AGM Meeting Agenda 
Bill Turnbull moved the meeting agenda be adopted as presented.  
Scott Hodge seconded.  Carried  

 
Approval of March 13, 2024, AGM Meeting Minutes  
Annette Store moved the 2024 AGM meeting minutes be adopted as 
presented.   Margaret Horton seconded.  Carried. 
 
Approval of December 11, 2024, General Meeting Minutes 
Barney Bernard moved that the December 11, 2024, general meeting 
minutes be set over to the next general meeting.   Carmi Dixon 
seconded.  Carried   
 
Executive Reports 
 
Finance 
Financial Report – included in AGM Package  
Edith Skiber presented the financial report.   
In 2024, we had a budget for $15,580 for income and a provision for 
expenses of $19,630.  
Our actual income for the year was $16,532 with expenses of 
$15,829 leaving a profit of $522 for the year.   
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Our income from Per Capita increased by $1,084.  The savings in 
expenses were due to a reduction in Branch meeting expenses, not 
having any Regional-District or National meeting expenses and reduced 
depreciation costs.   
In 2024, 50/50 ticket sales totaled $962 with half being returned to 
members and the balance a donation to Comox Valley Care Society.   
Our bank balance at the end of the year was $22,406 including 
reserves for $4,500 for future expenses.  
 
Presentation of Budget 2025 – included in AGM Package 
For 2025, we are proposing an increase in income to $16,250 from 
membership fees.   
Our expenses are expected to increase due to costs of holding Branch 
meetings, mailing costs and with an election anticipated, increased 
costs for Regional-District and National Meetings ($2,500). 
We are proposing an increase to our Reserves of $1,500 for 
Training/Succession Planning for a total of $6,000 in reserves.   
 
Sherry Kelley moved, and Bill Turnbull seconded that the reserves 
be increased by $1500 to bring the total reserves budget to $6,000.  
Carried.   
 
The 2025 Budget showing a loss of $7,894.04 was presented.   
Sherry Kelley moved, and Warren Kelley seconded that the budget 
be approved as presented.  Carried.   

 
Review of the Annual Financial Statements for 2024 
The Reviewed Financial Statements for the year 2024 showing a Net 
Gain of $522.99 were presented to the members.   
 
Edith Skiber moved that the ‘Reviewer’ for the year 2025 be Scott 
Hodge.  Bill Turnbull seconded.  Carried.   
 
Membership Report  
Steve Bunyan presented the membership report.  Our membership is 
holding steady.   
 
Newsletter 
Lisa McHa`ie reported there were no updates to report for the 
newsletter.  
 
Health Benefits  
Gordon Richardson presented a report to the membership.  Gordon 
reported a member had been in a serious accident in another country 



 3 

in June 2024.  The hospital wanted payment up front by the member 
not from the insurance company.  Member was discharged from 
hospital July 2, 2024.  Dr. recommended 5 days of rest before travel 
and to lay flat during travel.  MSH did provide a business class ticket 
to accommodate this arrangement.  Member had some difficulty 
getting a straight answer out of MSH regarding the status of their 
claim.  once they arrived home.  Issue was referred to National Office 
and the claim was settled March 2025.  Gordon reported the amount 
of the claim settlement was $23,000. 

 
Another member had to cancel a trip for health reasons.  Provided 
medical documentation to support cancellation.  The airline and 
cruise line involved were not cooperative in supplying any information 
that member did not attend the cruise.  Issue was referred to National 
Office who has provided the member with additional information and 
the reasons the claim was denied.   
 
Members present at the annual general meeting shared some of their 
frustrations dealing with Canada Life and BC Pharmacare  
 
Communications 
Bill Turnbull advised there were no updates for Communications.   
 
Advocacy 
President Norma Dean reported she has been trying to manage this 
portfolio.  Norma has been working with the Nanaimo branch because 
we do have shared constituencies.   Norma advised that advocacy 
representatives didn’t get a chance to speak with any of the candidates 
running in the federal election.  There will be an opportunity to meet the 
elected o`icials now that the election is over.   
 
Programs 
Annette Store reported we will continue to have our general meetings at 
our new venue the Crown Isle Golf Resort  
Next general meeting luncheon October 8, 2025 
Christmas general meeting lunch will be December 10, 2025 
 
Welfare 
No report submitted at this time 
 
New Business 
 
ByLaw Updates 
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Scott Hodge advised that there were some small changes to the bylaws 
voted upon by the Executive which now must be presented and voted on 
by the general membership 
Specifically: 8.1.1 – to accommodate executive availability, the date of 
the AGM has been pushed beyond the stipulated date of April 15th.  The 
revised by-law will read: “The Branch executive shall determine the 
date, location, and agenda of the meeting.  The date shall be not later 
than April 30.   
Annette Store moved Bylaw 8.1.1 be amended as presented.  Bill 
Turnbull seconded.  Carried.   
 
8.6 - to provide greater flexibility in scheduling executive meetings, this 
item will revert to its original wording: “Meeting of the Branch executive 
shall be held monthly except during the months of July and August.  This 
requirement may be reduced by a majority decision of the executive, but 
no more than three months shall elapse between meetings.”   
Cecile Turnbull moved that Bylaw 8.6 be amended as presented.  
Gordon Richardson seconded. Carried  
 
Elections  
Carmi Dixon nominated Garry Dixon.  Garry was declared elected by 
acclamation.  Position:  Vice-President 
No nominations came forward for the position of Secretary 
Scott Hodge explained the role of advocacy director.  No nominations 
came forward for this role. 
Margaret Horton volunteered to assist with the Programs work of setting 
up and taking down the venue for the general and annual general 
meetings. 
Cecile Turnbull is stepping down from the executive.  Cecile has put a 
lot of work and years working on the executive.  Sincere thanks to 
Cecile.   
Scott Hodge moved, and Carmi Dixon seconded that Edith Skiber be 
nominated as treasurer.  Acclaimed.   
Scott Hodge moved, and Annette Store seconded that Lisa McHa`ie be 
nominated as newsletter editor.   Acclaimed.   
 
2025 Board of Directors Executive  
President - Norma Dean   
Vice-President – Garry Dixon 
Secretary – Vacant 
Treasurer – Edith Skiber  
Membership Director – Steve Bunyan 
Health Benefits Director – Gordon Richardson  
Programs Director – Annette Store  
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Welfare Director – Lena Jenkins 
Communications Director – Bill Turnbull 
Newsletter Editor – Lisa McHa`ie 
National O^ice Updates 
Scott Hodge provided an update about the National o`ice.  Two 
positions have become vacant in the province.  Deb Nielson (Prince 
George) and George Scott (Vancouver) have been nominated for the 
position as BC Director.  Two directors have resigned – one from the 
Prairies and one from Quebec.  National is looking for nominations to 
feel these vacant positions.   
The new website will be up and running soon.   
Scott provided an update on our Preferred Partners.  Johnson Travel 
Insurance known as MEDOC will become Belair Travel.   
Scott advised that there may be some savings to purchase home 
insurance through BelairDirect.  BelairDirect does not sell car insurance 
in BC.  Note:  BelairDirect is solely an online company.  They do not have 
a physical o`ice presence in British Columbia.  All services and 
products are available online.    
Scott explained that each time a member purchases something from 
one of the Preferred Partners, NAFR receives a premium back from the 
Preferred Partner.  For example, NAFR received $2,000,000 from 
MEDOC.   
 
Draws 
50/50. $97.50 
Ticket #8542 – held by Darlene Barnard 
 
Door Prize 
King Fisher Resort and Spa Gift Certificate 
Lucky ticket #7458 – held by Steve Bunyan 
 
Door Prize  
$100 gift certificate to Crown Isle Golf Resort  
Lucky ticket #7489 – held by Karen Weller  
 
Table Prizes – The beautiful flowers arrangements located at each table 
were created by Annette Store.  Draws were conducted with lucky 
winners taking home one of these beautiful arrangements.   Lucky ticket 
numbers were:  
Ticket #9271 
Ticket #9251  
Ticket #9241 
Ticket #9270  
Ticket #9262 
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Ticket #9269 
Ticket #9242 
Ticket #9259 
Ticket #9236 
Ticket #9246 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m.  

 


