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Call to Order. President Norma Dean called the meeting to order at 1245 hours Quorum was confirmed by the
President.

O Canada
Welcome Message. President Norma Dean welcomed members in attendance.

AGM Meeting Agenda
Barney Bernard moved the meeting agenda to be adopted as presented. Margaret Horton seconded. Carried
April 25, 2025 Annual General Meeting Minutes

Annette Store moved the April 25, 2025 General Meeting minutes to be adopted as presented. Gary Dixon
seconded. Carried

December 2025 General Meeting Minutes

Cheri Kelly moved the December 2025 General Meeting minutes to be adopted as presented. Maureen Hill
seconded. Carried

Executive Reports
Finance.

Edith Skiber presented the financial report. The 2025 Reserves template totaling $6,000, was presented. The
Financial Statements for the year ending 2025, showing a loss of $1,560.88, were presented. Edith Skiber
presented a motion to approve the budget, showing a projected loss of $6,026.06 was presented and approved.
The motion was seconded by Gary Dixon. Motion Carried. Edith Skiber presented a motion to appoint Scott
Hodge as the financial reviewer for the year ending December 31, 2026. The motion was seconded by Cheri
Kelly. Motion Carried.

Membership Report

Shawna Hodge presented the membership report. Current membership stands at 1,938 members, consisting of
528 single memberships and 705 double memberships. Shawna noted that overall membership has declined.
Since the last reporting period, 13 members have passed away.

President Norma Dean discussed the upcoming May 6 meeting, where the Branch will focus on developing a
strategic plan, including identifying ideas and approaches to increase membership and strengthen engagement.

Newsletter Report

Bill Turnbull presented the Newsletter report on behalf of Lisa McHaffie, who sent her regrets. A total of 180
copies of the newsletter were mailed to members. Members were advised that the Branch will be discontinuing
printed newsletters and transitioning to email distribution.



Members are requested to verify and update their email addresses online through the Branch website to ensure
records are current. This will support accurate communication preferences and ensure members continue to
receive updates. It was noted that maintaining current contact information will also impact communications from
Preferred Partners, the SAGE magazine, and the National Office.

Advocacy Report

Renate Sutherland, BC/Yukon Advocacy Program Officer, addressed the members and provided an overview of
her role and the work being done to support advocacy efforts within the National Association of Federal Retirees.
Renate delivered her remarks in a compelling and engaging manner, drawing on her experience and
demonstrating a strong commitment to the Association’s advocacy work. She spoke to key priorities related to
retirement income security, healthcare, housing, and support for seniors and veterans, and emphasized the
importance of amplifying the voice of members nationally. Renate highlighted the role of branches in supporting
advocacy initiatives, building relationships, and contributing to ongoing efforts to influence policy and
decision-making.

Programs Report

Annette Store presented the Programs report. Annette continues to coordinate Branch meetings, luncheons, and
guest speakers. Members were thanked for their continued participation and support of Branch activities.

Elections
Scott Hodge oversaw the elections.

President
Norma Dean will continue in the position of President. Bill Turnbull moved. Gary Dixon seconded. Carried.

Treasurer
Cheri Kelly was nominated for the position of Treasurer. Terry Hluska moved. Barnie Bernard seconded.
Carried.

Secretary
No nominations were received for the position of Secretary.

Membership Director (1-year term)
Shawna Hodge, who had been appointed by the Executive, stood for election to the position of Membership
Director. Cheri Kelly moved. Edith Skiber seconded. Carried.

Programs Director (2-year term)
Annette Store, who currently holds the position, stood for re-election as Programs Director. Laureen Hill moved.
Jim Hill seconded. Carried.

Advocacy Director
Caprice Brunelle was nominated for the position of Advocacy Director. Caprice Brunelle declined the nomination
but offered to support the role wherever she could.

Health Benefits Director
Gordon Richardson, who currently holds the position, stood for re-election as Health Benefits Director. Cheri Kelly
moved. Warren Kelley seconded. Carried.

Draws

50/50 draw Alex Boyko $132.00. Balance of draw to Campbell River Food Bank
Two Crown Isle $50 gift certificates M. Kelly and C. Rivery

Guest Speaker
Brennan Day, MLA Opposition Critic for Rural Health and Seniors, joined the meeting via Zoom from Victoria, as

Parliament was in session. Mr. Day expressed his gratitude to members for their service and spoke to current
issues affecting seniors, veterans, and the healthcare system.



He discussed capacity pressures and waitlists within the healthcare system, providing supporting statistics and
outlining the challenges associated with alternate levels of care (ALC), where patients remain in hospital while
awaiting appropriate community or long-term care supports. He highlighted ongoing concerns related to system
capacity, planning limitations, and access to long-term care, noting improvements in the availability of live data to
support decision-making. Mr. Day also addressed the impact of the Property Tax Deferment Program changes,
emphasizing the importance of enabling seniors to remain in their homes longer. He spoke to PST considerations
and broader affordability concerns.

He addressed veterans’ concerns, referencing coordination challenges across systems and the need to ensure
appropriate supports to include care that are unique to veterans. He indicated the government has designated
MLA Rachford in Esquimalt to manage Veterans concerns. Questions were taken from the floor regarding the
healthcare system and budget, including concerns about:

e lack of home care support for retired RCMP members

e access to appropriate care for veterans in long-term care settings

e workforce and budget shortages
Mr. Day acknowledged staffing shortages and noted challenges related to compensation structures, including the
lack of payment for travel time for care providers. Mr. Day expressed his commitment to these issues and his
ongoing efforts to support members and advocate on their behalf.

It was noted that Mr. Day will be hosting a Town Hall at the Native Sons Hall in Courtenay from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m., providing an opportunity for attendees to raise seniors’ concerns directly.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1420 hours.

Norma Dean — President
Caprice Brunelle — Secretary



