FEDERAL SUPERANNUATES NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
GENERAL MEETING - NORTH ISLAND BRANCH
June 13, 2001

Al called the meeting to order with a welcome to all members and a special welcome to our
new members.

It was moved by John Challender and seconded by Andre Melancon that the minutes of the
last meeting be accepted. Carried.

Committee reports:
Treasurer: Tom reported a closing balance to June 10, 2001 of $16047.06. About $1000.00
is still owing in the Newsletter account and two quarterly payments of approximately $1500.00 for
dues deducted at source are still to come. Tom moved the acceptance of his report, seconded by
John. Carried.

Because the Royal Bank has decided we will be administered as a business, rather that a
Community Service group, our account will be transferred to the Credit Union in order to avoid the
extra charges.

Membership: Our membership in January of 2001 was 1019. As a result of the last
membership campaign, it is now at 1314. Dues notices were sent out to all members in arrears and
32 members are still unpaid. In addition, 11 members have cancelled their DDS payments. These
will be deleted at the end of June. It is believed that many of these are either deceased or have
moved.

Tom also presented a motion that a sum not to exceed $500.00 be allocated to pay expenses
not covered by National Office for out delegate to the Triennial Convention. Such expenses are to
be supported by receipts. He further moved that expenses covered by National Office be reimbursed
to our delegate pending receipt of such expenses from National Office. The motion was seconded
by Bryan Lind. Carried.

Telephone: Ann said she needs more volunteers for the Telephone Committee. All her
replacement callers are now on steady and she needs more who will fill in when needed. She has
asked that anyone who would be willing see her following the meeting.

Newsletter: Ron has additional copies of the Newsletter. He gave thanks to Barb and Leif
for the work done on the latest Newsletter. They are always looking for different articles which
could be included.

Work is still being done on the Web site. It will cost about $170.00 for Web site hosting.
They hope to have a test site up by September.

Health Benefits: Steve has a new title - Health Benefits Officer. He is the one to contact
if you have inquiries regarding PSHCP or the Dental Plan.

Al opened the business meeting with the announcement that the Run for Prostate will be
held on Father’s Day and will include 5 km and 10 km walks. There will also be a Golf tournament
for cancer on July 7, 2001.

He also informed the members that the information being published by the AFP/A
Association is not true. Bill C33-1986 died on the order paper and no agreement was signed.



At the Regional Mccting held in Nanaimo on May 14®, we raiscd the discussion rcgarding
branch funds. It was decided that each Branch make their own decisions as to the use of surplus
funds. Further study will be done by the Executive regarding this issue.

Also, James Cotter of the Sydney Branch has been elected as the Deputy Regional Director.

Our guest speaker, Mike Gariepy, gave us some insight into land registration in British
Columbia.

He also suggested it was time we started thinking about the elections to be held in December.
He stated he would not be running again so a Vice President would be needed. He also reminded
the membership that all positions are open.

Mr. Emcst Gibson was honourcd on the occasion of his 100® birthday on Junc 8. Hc was
presented with a birthday cake and a card. His wife, Helen, was presented with a bouquet of
flowers. The entire membership joined in a round of applause.

The 50/50 draw was held and several people went away winners.

Mary Kaaman moved the meeting be adjourned.



[LAST SURVIVOR

Comox Valley centenarian recalls his days
with the Royal North West Mounted Police

By GERARD YOUNG
Times Colonist staff

Gib Gibson might never have joined
the Royal North West Mounted Police
had the army not rejected him as being
0o young.

But Comox Valley resident Earnest
Henry James Gibson. who turned 100
Friday, now has the distinction of being
the last known surviving member of the
RNWMP.

He only served three years due to a
serious knee injury but was a member
when the RNWMP joined with the
Dominion Police in 1920 to become the
RCMP.

Still, he has his shares of memories.

He was in training in Regina when the

Prince of Wales arrived there prior to a
duck-hunting trip at Fort Qu’ Appelle. He
was assisting the cook on the prince’s
detail.

“The only thing I ever saw him take
was a shot of whisky for breakfast,” Gib-
son recalled.

He found the future king engaging and
tried his best to advise on cattle when the
prince mused about buying a ranch in the
foothills near Calgary. The prince went
on to become king in January 1936 but
abdicated that December to marry Amer-
ican divorcee Wallis Simpson.

After six months of training, Gibson
was posted to Fort William, Ont., now
Thunder Bay, where he was on in reserve
in case increasing labour tensions in Win-
niper ~alated. Canada’s best known

Gib Gibson:
joined in 1919

labour strife occurred during the Winnipeg
General Strike in May and June 1919.

His career wasn’t without its lighter
moments. No one was injured when Gib-
son accidentally discharged his pistol into
his mattress after receiving a new gun that
loaded differently from his old weapon.

His lowest moment was having to take
a medical discharge. “I had looked for-
ward to being a police officer and doing
police work,” Gibson said. “It was quite
a disappointment to me when I realized
the damage to my knee.”

Gibson was born in Transvaal, South
Africa where his British parents were liv-
ing while his father designed a new dia-
mond rock drill. His father was a designer
with Ingersoll-Rand.

Please see GIBSON, AL



Gibson: ‘Marvellous adventure’

* From Page Al

The country was unstable and in the midst of the
Boer War when the family moved back to England
three days after he was born. They remained in Eng-
land until moving to Pennsylvania when Gibson
was three.

He worked in a Pittsburgh munitions factory
when he was 16 and wanted to join the army but his
father was dead set against his sons going to war.

He respected his father’s request — this time —

and went with the family when they moved again,
this time to Holden, Alta. where they bought a farm
in 1917. But his urge to wear the uniform soon over-
powered the desire to keep his father happy.

Gibson tried to join the army after the First World
War broke out but was refused because he was only
17. A year later, he joined the Royal North West
Mounted Police out of Edmonton.

He served between 1919-21 but received a med-
ical discharge after blowing out his knee in a sand-
pit wrestling match that was part of his training.

“He couldn’t ride again,” said wife Helen, not-
ing there were no police cars in those days and
Mounties were true horse-mounted police.

In 1935, he bought a homestead near St. Paul in
northern Alberta. Gibson worked at that for three
or four years until he joined the army in 1939.

He was sent to Sussex, N.B. for further training
in mechanics. There he met and married Helen in
1942,

“We were married 15 days and he went away for
three years,” Helen said. I didn’t appreciate it.”

He came home from Second World War duty
overseas in 1945 and the couple went back to home-
steading. About that time he also got a job as an
Indian agent on a reserve near St. Paul.

But they got itchy feet and the couple bought a
chicken farm in 1951 in Wainwright, Alta. where
they supplied the army camp and most of the town
with fowl. Gibson also worked for 17 years as a
heavy duty mechanic at the army camp. Over the
vears, the couple fell in love with Vancouver Island
after spending vacations here.

They bought a house in Little River, outside
Comox, in 1965 and rented it out for two years while
they waited for their son to graduate from high
school. He has been a nurse at the Gorge Road Hos-
pital for the last 17 years.

“We loved it here so we stayed.” Helen, 81, said.

Added Helen of their 59-year marriage, “It’s been
a marvellous adventure,”

Last year, Gibson was part of the ribbon-cutting
ceremony when the RNWMP museum in Fort
Macleod, Alta., was opened and wore his red Moun-
tie serge in Courtenay’s Canada Day parade.

Friday, he was honoured at a tea and today he is
being presented with congratulatory letters from
RCMP brass as well as the Queen and prime min-
ister.

His picture hangs in the Courtenay RCMP
detachment and he is known to many of the mem-
bers.

*He’s a good guy,” said Insp. Dave Zack, who
is in charge of the detachment.




