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Bemie called the meeting to order with words of welcome to all those present as well as a
special welcome to the president of the Vancouver Branch visiting in the valley and having lunch
with us today. The minutes for the previous meeting were not available and therefore ratification
will be delayed until the next general meeting in December.

Committee reports:

Treasurer: Tom reported a financial balance to September 18, 2002 of $20,228.38. Final DDS
payment of approximately $1,750.00 is due in November. Advertisement billing for the current
Newsletter is outstanding. Most members who were billed for the June luncheon have paid.

Membership: Tom reported a total membership of 1260 members and spouses/partners. Members
who were in arrears as of June 30" have been deleted with a net loss of under 20 members. Three
members are awaiting payment adjustments.

Telephone Committee: Joan Benner thanked all her members for their hard work and introduced
our resident in-house writer, Audrey Clark. Audrey in turn introduced some of the volunteers who
were featured in our most recent newsletter.

Welfare: There was no report.

Programs: Barb mentioned that she had already started to prepare for the December meeting by
purchasing Christmas goodies.

Media: John had nothing to report.
Historian: Frank also had nothing to report.

Health Benefits: Steve spoke of a recent discussions at a meeting of FSNA directors in Sidney in
August, where the issue of provincial medical plan premium assistance was raised. Steve reported
that there is assistance available for those whose annual income is under $16,000 per year. There
is also assistance for those whose income is between $16,000 and . The paperwork required
to make application for this assistance is quite complicated. Members wantmg to know more should
speak with Steve.

Newsletter: Ron reminded members present that the web site is there for people who want to
contribute content or news items that they feel might be of benefit or interest to the Branch
membership as a whole. The same applies to the newsletter. We are always looking for articles
about seniors and the issues they face.

New Business:

Bernie spoke of a proposal from the Sidney Branch for a weekend meeting to be held in
February of 2003 in Sidney to commemorate the 40" anniversary of the founding of the FSNA.
Sidney Branch intends to invite representatives from each of the Island Branches as well as guests



from National Office and other BC Branches. Attendance at the dinner on Saturday night will be
limited to 100 persons due to the size of the hall available. A ‘meet and greet’ is planned for Friday
night, as well as meetings throughout Saturday.

It was moved by Bill McSeveney and seconded by Steve Bunyan that this meeting support
the recommendation from the executive that the North Island Branch FSNA contribute $140.00
towards the 40™ annual celebrations to be held in Sydney in February 2003 to be used to defray the
cost of the meet and greet session and further that the Branch prepay six tickets for the Formal
Function in the amount of $360.00, this amount to be reimbursed to the Branch from the ticket
sales. Carried.

Our guest speaker was John Challender. He talked about the Elder College, a program
sponsored by North Island College. John listed some of the many programs provided by the Elder
College and also provided information about how interested members could register. He mentioned
the paying the $10.00 registration fee entitles a student to full access to the facilities at North Island
College. The courses are for enjoyment only and range in subject matter from computers to wine
making and astronomy. There are also courses about books, history and the arts. John distributed
a course list and a brochure providing information about the Elder College to those who requested
it.

Following a round of applause from those present, Bernie thanked him for bringing the Elder
College to our attention.

The meeting adjourned.



